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TN Member of the German Bundestag

Chair of the Subcommittee on Crisis Prevention, Strategic Foresight, Stabiliza-
tion and Peacebuilding

Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (since 2009)
Main Rapporteur on Transatlantic Relations, the Western Balkans, Latin America
and Space Policy

Deputy Member of the Committee on European Union Affairs (since 2025)
Main Rapporteur on the Western Balkans and Enlargement of the EU

Member of the Inter-Parliamentary Conference (IPC)
Member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (2018-2022)

Coordinator of Transatlantic Cooperation of the Federal Government
(2018-2022)

Executive Vice-President of the German Atlantic Alliance, Berlin

Executive Vice-President of the Southeast Europe Association, Munich

Member of the Atlantik-Briicke, Berlin

Member of the Advisory Board, 1014 Inc. (German Academy New York), New York
President of the Federal Assembly of Silesia in Germany, Kénigswinter

Member of the Board of Trustees of the Haus Oberschlesien Foundation, Ratingen

I was born on December 25th, 1970 in Ratingen. After completing my Abitur in 1991, I performed my
military service in a company command unit in Wuppertal. Immediately afterwards, I began studying
law and political science at the University in Diisseldorf. During my studies, I moved to Bonn, where
I additionally took courses in history and politics at the University of Bonn, alongside my law stud-
ies.

As part of my legal clerkship, I attended, among other institutions, the German University of Admin-
istrative Sciences in Speyer. After completing my studies, I worked at the international US law firm
Mayer, Brown & Platt (now Mayer Brown) in Cologne, as well as at the law firms Brinks, Hofer, Gilson
& Lione (Chicago, USA) and Murchison & Cumming (Los Angeles, USA). In 2001, I obtained my Mas-
ter of Laws Degree (LL.M.) at the University of Virginia School of Law in Charlottesville, USA. I then
worked as an attorney at the law firm BEYER Patent- und Rechtsanwidlte in Ratingen, where I quali-
fied as certified intellectual property lawyer.

I have been a member of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) since 1996. I have won the constitu-
ency of Mettmann II (Heiligenhaus, Ratingen, Velbert, Wiilfrath) directly five times in a row—in 2009,
2013, 2017, 2021 and 2025. Since the beginning of my mandate, my foreign policy focus has been on
the Western Balkan states, their integration into the EU, and the transatlantic partnership. Since sum-
mer 2022, | have also been responsible for reporting on Latin America and Space Policy.

In October 2025, I was elected Chair of the Subcommittee on Crisis Prevention, Strategic Foresight,
Stabilization and Peacebuilding. This position builds on my work from 2022 to 2025 as the CDU/CSU
parliamentary group’s Spokesperson of the Study Committee on Afghanistan, which was tasked with
comprehensively examining Germany’s foreign, security, and development policy engagement in Af-
ghanistan from 2001 to 2021.

As the Coordinator of Transatlantic Cooperation of the Federal Government at the Federal Foreign Of-
fice from 2018 to 2022, I worked to strengthen the partnership between Europe and North America,

with a particular focus on trade, high technology and innovation.

I am Roman Catholic, have two adult children, and live in my hometown of Ratingen.



